D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.c 


Design Resource 


Moonj Basketry-Allahabad 
The Craft of Moonj-Wild Grass Products 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Mr. J. Antony William and 
Ms. Anushree Kumar 

NID, Bengaluru 


Source: 


http://www.dsource.in/resource/moonj-basketry-alla- 
habad 


1. Introduction 

2. Tools and Raw Materials 
3. Dyeing 

4. Making Process 

5. Products 

6. Video 

7. Contact Details 


D’source 


J 
2 
Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in 


Design Resource 


Moonj Basketry-Allahabad 
The Craft of Moonj-Wild Grass Products 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Mr. J. Antony William and 
Ms. Anushree Kumar 

NID, Bengaluru 


Source: 


http://www.dsource.in/resource/moonj-basketry-alla- 


habad/introduction 


1. Introduction 

2. Tools and Raw Materials 
3. Dyeing 

4. Making Process 

5. Products 

6. Video 

7. Contact Details 


Introduction 


Naini is a small village situated near the banks of Jamuna River in Allahabad situated in Uttar Pradesh state. The 
village Naini is the major producer of Moonj-wild grass products. Moonj and Kaasa are the types of wild grass 
that richly grows near the banks of the river in and around vast areas of Allahabad. Moonj is basically outer layer 
of ‘Sarpat’ grass. This layer is peeled and knotted as it is easy to store and dry. These knots are locally called as 
‘Balla’. Hence the local name of Moonj craft in Naini is ‘Balla’. The origin of Moonj craft has nearly 60 to 70 years 
of traditional history in Allahabad. Nearly 90% of womenfolk are involved in moonj basket making. The artisans 
belong to Muslim community locally. Initially the Kaasa grass is dried and it is wrapped with the moonj grass by 
rolling around Kaasa. The motifs of basketry are created by adding colored grass in between. Allahabad, Gorakh- 
pur and Behraich in Uttar Pradesh are the major centers for moonj crafts. The products are mainly exported to 
major cities like Mumbai, New Delhi, Banaras, and Kanpur for the marketing purpose. 
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Geometrical pattern with contrast colors. An woman artisan of Naini explaining about making 
process. 
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Group of women engaged in production process. 
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Kaasa grass is the inside stuff. Moonj is coiled 
around it. 
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Village environment in Naini. 


Colored grass is especially used to highlight the motifs. 
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Kadai - Bread/roti container, one of the traditional 
products. 


SAREDAVIG Oy, || 
a0. 208 we | 


‘Ee 


WN 


» 5 be Man 4 = a & | t 
a Bs £ J Res 
p.  -@ We Ley’ | Vf 
er I Fz. ‘ | 
erry ae ing | we 4 | 
eres fag : an eI. ‘7, J 
> oe A leh ‘ 


Products ready for the market. Book shelf under preparation process. 
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Reference used to create wall 
decorators. 


Tools and Raw Materials 


Raw materials: 


Manufacturing process involves simple technique which is skillfully done by using natural grass and basic local 
made tools. 


* Moonj and Kaasa - The main raw material is procured in bulk once in year from Mehwa and surrounding 


areas. October is the best season to buy the raw material. 


* Kaccha Rang- The artificial raw color powder which is available in local markets is used to color the grass. 


+ Edible salt is used to add with the dye solution. 


List of tools: 


* Kainchi- scissors is used to cut the grass. 


* Sirahi- A needle with wooden handle is used during basket making process. 


¢ Plastic tub is used to soak the raw materials (Moonj grass). 
¢ Aluminium container used in dyeing process to boil the color solution. 
* A wooden stick used to stir the Moonj grass while dyeing. 


* Steel measuring-spoon to measure the color powder. 


Reference for fruit bowl. 
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Reference design for baskets. 
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Moonj grass is the basic raw material. 
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Chemical color used to obtain red color. Chemical color to obtain green. 
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A wooden stick used to stir the solution and Bamboo tray to store the grass. 
grass as well. 
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Scissors and Sirahi-needle are the main tools. 
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Dyeing 


Dyeing is done to color the grass. Kaccha rang-raw colors are used to dye the grass. Water is boiled at high tem- 
perature in aluminum container and the color powder is added to it. The dried off-white Moonj grass is immersed 
in the boiling solution to absorb the color. During the dyeing process salt is added to the boiling solution as it 
helps to sustain the color for a longer period. The grass is removed once it attains color and allowed to dry under 
shade. The dyed grass is mainly used to create and highlight the motif patterns. Red and green are the two main 
dominating colors used in basket weaving. Purple, brown, pink colors are rarely used as per the customer require- 
ment. 


Pink color is obtained by adding red and green 
color powders. 


Dried Moonj grass is ready for color bath/dyeing Immersing the grass in boiling solution. 
process. 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsource.in — 


10 


Design Resource 


Moonj Basketry-Allahabad 
The Craft of Moonj-Wild Grass Products 

by 

Prof. Bibhudutta Baral, Mr. J. Antony William and 
Ms. Anushree Kumar 

NID, Bengaluru 


Source: 


http://www.dsource.in/resource/moonj-basketry-alla- 
habad/dyeing 


Extra water can be added if required. The grass is soaked in the color solution for 5 to 10 
minutes. 
1. Introduction f oe 224 
2. Tools and Raw Materials Ss" le Sp 
3. Dyeing om - 
4. Making Process 
5. Products 
6. Video 


7. Contact Details 


The colored grass is dried under shade. 
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Making Process 


The Moonj basketry-making process is time consuming and basically done by the women at their free time. The 
traditional coiling technique is used to create the traditional and contemporary products. The process starts by 
drying the grass. Both the Moonj and Kaasa grass are dried under the sun for 2 days. Dried Moonj grass is made 
into small knots which are called ‘Balla’ locally. This Balla is soaked in cold water for some time before coiling to 
ensure flexibility. The grass Kaasa is used as inside stuffing, wherein Moonj is used to wrap around Kaasa grass to 
make coil. The formed coil is winded in a series to make the base of basket. Once the base is formed, the walls of 
the basket are made using the same technique. These coils are stitched together to make the basket strong. The 
motif patterns are created by using colored grass. The handles of the basket are made and attached by stitching 
with the grass. 


a 
Kaasa is taken and wrapped with Mo 


# 
Eventually the grass is added to maintain the same 
thickness. 


Onj around it. 
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The artisan adding the new strand to continue 
process. 
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Adding a different color strand to create motif. 
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The grass product is strong and can hold moderate weights. 
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Products 


The Moonj coiled grass products are ideal to serve daily life purposes. These natural products can be used as 
containers, food storage devices and wall decorators. The products are very simple, attractive and eco-friendly. 
The range of products includes Tipara-vanity case which is used to store rotis, Goli-round basket and containers 
of different sizes. Recent innovative products include book shelf, ear rings, fruit basket and hand purse. Among all 
products Tipara-Kadai is the traditional one. The Moonj craft also has a traditional significance as the final prod- 
ucts are given as gifts for women in ritual functions and weddings. 


Decorative wall hanging. 
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A simple fruit bowl in floral motif. 


A storage container with matching lid. 
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The vegetable storages are strong and durable. A contemporary container with lid and handles. 
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High quality finishing done by a skilled artisan. Moonj basket of different styles can be used as 
container- an example shown. 
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Fruit container in oval shape. 
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Circular tray in brown color motifs. 


Coasters in different motifs and a bowl shown in the picture. 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Professor Bibhudutta 
Baral, Ms. Amruthalakshmi Rajagopalan, Ms. Anisha Crasto 
and Mr. J. Antony William at NID, Bengaluru. 


You can get in touch with Professor Bibhudutta Baral at 
bibhudutta[at]nid.edu. 


You could write to the following address regarding sug- 
gestions and clarifications: 


Helpdesk Details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 

#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India. 


Phone: +91 80 2357 9054 
Fax: +91 80 23373086 
Email: dsource.in[at] gmail.com 


